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Acting Out 

Acting Out was established in Dublin in 2010 by 
Howard Lodge and Sean Denyer. It combines 
workshops and classes aimed at the LGBTQ+ 
community with professional productions of 
new work and classics from the queer cannon. 
Acting Out won the National GALA award in 
2017 and 2020, the Hilton Edwards Award in 
2016 and 2023 and have been nominated for 
Best New Play at Brighton Fringe (2018 and 
2019) Manchester Fringe (2019) and the 
Innovation Award at Prague Fringe (2019).


In 2022 they will run their first arts festival 
for Dublin Pride called Happy Out. 

www.actingoutgroup.com

Also coming.. 

We will be presenting Best Served Cold 
as part of Happy Out, our new arts 
festival for Dublin Pride at Penny Lane 
on Bank Holiday Monday, June 6th at 
5.30pm. Come see a play set in a bar…
in a bar!


http://www.actingoutgroup.com


Sean Denyer,  the writer of Best Served 
Cold on the inspiration behind the play 

“ There is something compelling about a 
revenge story, we all have experienced the 
feeling that we’d like to get back at those 
who hurt us or the people we love! 


I also wanted to think about toxic or 
damaged  masculinity in a gay male setting 
and what might be particular to it. There 
has been a tradition in theatre to portray 
gay men as either a victim or a saint, 
usually the former. I wanted to maybe turn 
that on its head and look at the gay man as 
perpetrator, recognising perpetrators were 
often victims themselves. 


Whilst I don’t think any of the characters in 
this piece come out particularly well, I do 
think their stories could have played out 
differently. If they had not had to grow up 
with shame. If they had had more LGBTQ 
role models. If they had more help to 
express their feelings when they were 
younger men.  Undoubtedly things have 
improved for young LGBTQ+ people 
growing up but there is still a lot to do. I 
hope this play will get people thinking 
about what else needs to be done.”

Best Served Cold 

By Sean Denyer  

Characters 


Colm	 	 Steve Kenneally 

Eoin	 	 Ger O’Dea

Simon		 Austin Cullen


The setting is a bar in Dublin in 2019


Director	 Sean Denyer

	 	 


Running time: 65 mins with no interval.


www.actingoutgroup.com

@actingoutgroup

Austin Cullen 

Austin is an actor, an ITU nurse 
and now a policy maker. This is 
his first production with Acting 
Out.


Steve Kenneally  

Steve has appeared in several 
Acting Out productions 
including Passing On, which 
was nominated for Best New 
Play at Brighton Fringe in 2018.


Ger O’Dea 

In addition to acting Ger is 
currently training to be a 
therapist in Dublin. This is 
his first production with 
Acting Out.



